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On the basis of criticizing the traditional anthropocentrism and its destructive effects on the American environment, Henry Thoreau took the lead in the history of the eco-centrism in forming his transcendental ecological concept. Then, John Muir developed Thoreau’s ideas and put forward the theory of environmental preservation, which was in sharp contrast with the popular conservation concept. By systematizing and perfecting the ideas of Thoreau and Muir, Aldo Leopold finally formed his famous Land Ethics, the symbol of the theory of eco-centrism. The eco-centrism theories of Thoreau, Muir and Leopold had played an important role in the evolution of the American’s environmental ethics and the development of the natural resource conservation movement.
