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London was the pioneer of poor relief reform in Britain in the mid-sixteenth century. With the effort of the reform community made up of politicians, intellectuals and businessmen, London set up five royal relief institutes and the modern relief institute system. London royal relief institutes were controlled by secular commonwealth and characterized by discriminative relief, and they served as efficient instruments to resolve social problems and then achieve social transformation. London experience promoted the poor relief reform in provincial towns, and then spread throughout the country by parliament poor law, and it led to the transition of English poor relief system from religious charity to secular commonweal.

