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According to the declassfied documents released by the U.S and Japanese governments in recent years, this paper probes into how America and Japan interpret and react to China’s nuclear weapons program. In 1960s, the nuclear weapons program in China aroused the attention of both America and Japan. To their understanding of the nuclear weapons’ progress in China, they basically underestimated China’s nuclear science and technology and the significance of nuclear weapons for China’s military strategy. However, they underlined the political and psychological impact of China’s nuclear weapons on non-communist governments in Asia. Throughout the Containing China policy, America gave up the plans like deploying nuclear weapons in Japan, destroying China’s nuclear facilities, allying with the Soviet Union to eliminate China’s nuclear capacity, transferring nuclear weapons to Japan, etc. Instead, America was committed to provide nuclear protection and technical aid in outer space for Japan. Japan in turn accepted the protection and cooperation in outer space technology, in order to compete with China. These new features come out along the progress of U.S-Japan relationship and Asian Cold War.
