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This paper tries to apply the theory of “narrative time” in narratology, and takes the Lydia story from “History” as an instance, in order to investigate the relationship between the Oracle and Herodotus narration. In the narrations about the Oracle, Herodotus adopted various narrative ways, such as anticipation, retro version, slow description, and repetition. All these took the fulfillment of the Oracle as the premise. Therefore, Herodotus presented his belief in the Oracle in the narration. Nonetheless, some scholars nowadays pointed out from the historical questioning perception that most of Herodotus’ quoted Oracles were not real. However, if we could go back to the ancient Greek context, we would have found that the Oracle stories recorded by Herodotus were the “real” past approved by the public. One thing to be noted here is that even though Herodotus based his narrations on the Oracle and its fulfillment, it does not mean that he provided the legend of ode to the Oracle. As a matter of fact, his narrative words included many historical narrations and analysis.

