The Rise of Global Environmental History Studies and Its Development Trends in the U.S.
Gao Guorong
Global environmental history explores the intercontinental and even global impacts of the environmental factors on human history. The rise of the study of global environmental history, which has a close relationship with the globalization of environmental problems, is a result of the combination of global history and environmental history, and has been pushed forward by the recent popular “Big History”, an emerging research field. Since the 1970s, thanks to the efforts made by Alfred Crosby, John McNeill and other scholars, great progress has been made in the study of Global Environmental History. Global Environmental History is conducive to the revelation of the impacts of environment on the mankind on the whole, and provides a new viewpoint on historical study and expands its research scope. It helps people to overcome Euro-centrism and Anthropocentrism and deepens their understanding of history. Global environmental history, however, faces many challenges in its development.
