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The Gold Rush is an event of great significance for Australian modern history. In recent years, the emerging study of Australian environmental history has presented a great challenge to the traditional historical evaluation of the Gold Rush, because it criticizes the modernization and progressive significance of the Gold Rush by revealing and emphasizing its negative impacts. However, we should not exceed the proper limits in righting a wrong. The specific analysis of the environmental changes at the different stages of the Gold Rush shows that it did cause serious damages to the original natural environment but promoted the restructuring of emerging ecological system at the same time. What deserves the attention of academic circles is that the study of the environmental history of the Gold Rush should not be limited to the criticism of the modernization of Australia. We should also know that it is a result of the resource frontier development under capitalist system.
