The Interstate Competition and Adjustments of the American Welfare Policies (1969~1999)
Yang Chengliang
Under the laws and regulations of most states of the U. S. , new immigrants were disqualified for welfare application until they had lived for one year. In Shapiro v. Thompson case in 1969, these provisions were announced to be unconstitutional. Then the states competed to avoid becoming “a welfare magnet” to the poor. Their competition was mainly in two aspects: one was the interstate race to the bottom; and the other was the efforts made to discriminate new immigrants. American Congress permitted the states to carry on corresponding reform experiments with its approval, and adopted Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act to enhance the decision-making power of state governments to implement welfare programs with greater flexibility. This move made interstate competition in welfare even more intense. Though the discrimination against new immigrants was stopped by Saenz v. Roe case in 1999, the interstate race to the bottom conducted in each state with the purpose of further reducing the “magnetism” of welfare is still under way.

