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The 16th-17th centuries, with social and economic reforms, are generally regarded as an important period in the transition of France from feudalism to capitalism. The fate of the French aristocracy is always a matter of great concern to both domestic and foreign scholars. According to the traditional view, aristocracy declined due to the impact of price revolution, but this paper by investigating the fate of the rural aristocracy in Auvergne makes another discovery——the aristocracy smoothly survived the crisis caused by price revolution and inflation, by increasing rent of demesne lands, enlarging demesne and developing rural credits. The traditional “theory of aristocracy decline” needs to be reconsidered.

