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With China-U.S.rapprochement and the expansion of Nixon’s global drug war，particularly against the rise of the “Golden Triangle” area of Burma，Thailand，and Laos，China，as a country with proximity to that region’s heroin trade，was seen as a potentially important player and partner in the international drug war.Given the China’s geopolitics，the Nixon Administration began encouraging China to enter a multilateral drug control regime and questing for bilateral cooperation with China in the battle against narcotics in the “Golden Triangle.” Nixon’s drug war and China’s drug policy，however，were often subordinated to strategic goals and concerns about the Asian Cold War.Consequently，U.S.-China counternarcotics cooperation ultimately fell short of its stated goals；policymakers in both countries inevitably lost the first opportunity to cooperate in aiming at eliminating drug trafficking from the Golden Triangle to the rest of the world.It is undeniable，however，that the Nixon Administration’s efforts opened up a window of opportunity for later full cooperation on narcotics control between the two countries，though these new attempts also signified the transformation of Sino-U.S.relations from confrontation to cooperation during the Cold War.

