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People have faced with the problem of banishing，accepting and treating lunatics since the formation of human society. Lunatics have been treated differently in different periods，regions and nationalities. This paper examines the legislation on lunatic asylum in Britain in the 17th to 19th centuries，by investigating the legislation on confining lunatics，on regulating the management of lunatic asylum and on freeing lunatics，and analyses the background under which legislation was introduced and its impacts. This paper presents the development process of the British legal system and the human rights from a specific aspect of social life，showing the fact that the British legal system was increasingly improved and a priority has been put on the safeguard of human rights，especially the protection of lunatics. Meanwhile，it points out the problems existing in the legislation on lunatics.

