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The abdication of Romulus Augustulus in the year 476 is often considered as a landmark event signaling the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. The researchers have offered different interpretations of the significance of this event. The historical records dating back to the late fifth century and early sixth century show that the people at the time did not see it in that way, as there was not such a “Western Empire” in theory, being completely independent from the Eastern Court, in the eyes of contemporary Romans. Indeed, after 476, the rulers such as Odoacer and Theoderic continued to rule in the name of the Roman Emperors. However, in the early sixth century, the idea of “the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476” was gradually fermenting in the eastern part of the Roman Empire. The origin of this idea was closely related to the complex political situations between the eastern and western parts of the Roman Empire. An explicit political intention was arguably involved in the formation of this idea.
