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From the 1950s to the 1960s, American Sovietology underwent a drastic reform and rapid growth. This is attributable on one hand to the internal development of the academic field itself, on the other hand to the policy incentive during the Cold War, which expanded the subject into a gigantic one across America. During this period, the Federal Government and private foundations put a lot of money into the research on Sovietology for the sake of national security and the Cold War initiative. The academic institutions related to the Soviet studies mushroomed in American colleges and universities. The number of experts on the Soviet Union available for consultation also multiplied. The American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS) through a reorganization accepted as members almost all Sovietologists in the country. The disparities among the academic institutions on the Soviet studies were narrowed, while the symbiosis of the academia and government were strengthened. The government continued to make great efforts to mobilize the scholars in the field for the Cold War. Consequently, more and more Sovietologists took the government needs as their academic orientations and interests, which reflect inseparable connections between scholarship and politics.
