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The core of the issue of nation in the process of modernization is how to resolve separatism motivated by political difference of a nation. Nationalism is conducive to the establishment of a sovereign state. It also provides an ideological basis for separatism in a multi-ethnic state. The successful establishment and consolidation of a sovereign state depend on both internal and external factors. One essential factor is whether the leading political force can speedily construct the modern state and resolve the ethnic issue. It must be realized that modern state is “the state of the nations”, rather than “nation state”. Owing to the differences of the states in the history, the international environment, the historical tradition and overall national strength, the strong states are usually capable of manipulating the weak states on how to resolve the issue of nation. Therefore, the issue of nation is fundamentally an issue of who holds the power.
