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Since 1935, the Canadian Federal Government has implemented its social housing policy in three different phases. In phase one, the Federal Government developed low-cost self-owned houses through cooperating with the financial institutions. In phase two, the Federal Government worked together with the provincial governments to construct public houses. It extended loans alone for constructing non-profit and co-operative housing and promoted the construction of low-rent houses with government subsidy. In phase three, the Federal Government reduced its commitment and fund and once again turned to the market resources. Three characteristics have emerged in regard to the social housing policy. First, market mechanism has been consistently employed to solve the housing problem; second, the difference and change in the federal and provincial responsibility affect the implementation of housing policy; lastly, both the pressure from social groups and the public policy have great influence on the adjustment of housing policy of the government.

