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In the early Cold War era, the US launched a psychological warfare towards Japanese intellectuals in a bid to fill the “spiritual vacuum” in the postwar Japan on one hand, and to place Japan on the strategic track of containment on the other hand. While the official institutions such as the Department of State and US Information Agency increased their intensity of cultural propaganda towards Japan, the US government also took advantage of non-governmental organization（such as the Rockefeller Foundation）to conduct ideological penetration into Japanese intellectuals. This essay argues that the psychological warfare promoted understanding of the US by the Japanese. It achieved a great measure of success in cultivating proUS tendency among the Japanese people. However, the US government’s attempt to weaken Marxist grip on leftist Japanese intellectuals within a short time failed
