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In the early Cold War era, the Truman Administration effected the first transformation of US policies toward Latin America through establishing American political military group and providing military aids. The policy change was manifested from countering external influence of Fascism to defense against the external influence of Communism. These policies set the tone for US general policies towards Latin America in the Cold War era, which politically protect the Western Hemisphere from the attack of Communism; and economically promote US free trade and investment in Latin America. The US Latin American policies in the first term of the Eisenhower Administration generally followed this principle. In the middle and late 1950s, the US strategic advantage continued to decline. During his second term as president, Eisenhower made two adjustments on the policies toward Latin America, which brought about a second transformation. The strategic vision shifted from the focus on the Cold War frontier to an equal emphasis on both the front line and back line. Attention was now directed to the Cold War situation in the Third World regions including Latin America. The strategic approach shifted from military aids as a way of preventing the external impact of Communism to resisting internal infiltration from Communism through emphasizing economic aids and economic construction.

