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The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization（SEATO）is a military and political bloc advocated by the United States for anti-communist purposes. There were huge differences between its member states in the historical and cultural traditions and the political interests, thus the organization showed its weakness from the very beginning. The Laotian crisis in 1960 to 1962 was the biggest challenge faced by SEATO, but the organization did not play the role expected by its member states. Thailand, as the representative of the Asian member states, was extremely disappointed. Similarly disappointed, the US was also worried that the disintegration of the organization might make negative effects on its Asia-Pacific strategy. As a result, with the control of the US, SEATO declined. Meanwhile, the US strengthened its unilateral intervention in the affairs of Southeast Asia.
