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Feudalism is an important academic concept in the West, whose etymon comes from the medieval Latin term “feudum” (fief). Before the twelfth century, “feudum” carried many senses. With the publication of the Libri Feudorum, “feudum” mainly refers to the landed property. Beginning from the sixteenth century, the scholars in their studies further integrated the fief with social and political issues, which created the image of the medieval society characterized by the fief. At the end of the 18th century, the term “feudum” evolved into “feudalism”, which was used to refer to the historical period in the medieval Europe with various interpretations. However, the difference of meanings between “feudum” and “feudalism” was great. Through the study of the distance in the meanings of these two terms, we will gain a better understanding of the true nature of “feudalism” as a concept.

