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 “Entail”, being popular in medieval England, was one of the special forms of family settlement. It stemmed from the custom named “maritagium” by which landowners provided a parcel of land for their daughters, and later was widely used by fathers to aid younger children with family estate. It helped fathers achieve some kind of right to bequest their land and evaded the common law inheritance rules, which was characterized as primogeniture. In the 14th century, the entail evolved into tail male, a new type of entail, which was often used to limit the inheritance right of heiresses and ran contrary to the original intention of the landowners. The rights of the eldest son were once again given prominence in order that the continuity of family property was ensured. Although entail and tail male had different legal implications, they were both the products of their respective ages and should be understood in their social and cultural contexts.
