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Protestants used prints as a media to publish their ideas in the English Reformation. They produced a large amount of political propaganda to advocate the idea of royal supremacy and the nation-state. They also broke the monopoly of the Catholic Church over religious texts through printing the English Bible. In addition, they made an effective use of the prints to meet the needs in the areas of taxation and unification of religious rituals. In short, the success of the English Reformation was partly attributable to this kind of good interaction between the Reformers and prints. The Reformers took full advantage of the prints as a media that extends in space and has timeliness in order to undermine the Catholic Church’s long-term monopoly of knowledge based on manuscripts. In a sense, the natural affinity between the social reformers and new media worked against the conspiracy of the old media and old institution in controlling knowledge.
