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A Survey and Reflection on the Study of Russian History in China
in the Past 100 Years

Zhang Jianhua

Abstract Sino-Russian contacts started in the times of Mongolia's Western Expedition and the Golden Horde (1238—
1480). The first Russian history book written by Chinese scholars, A Brief History of Russia ,which was published by
Lujianggijiren(88;T.2%F A )in 1878,has had a history of 140 years. The discipline of Russian history in China was bom
along with the fate of the nation, the national crisis and the world situation. From its birth it has undertaken three
missions: scholarly feelings, national responsibility and academic responsibility. Thus, the discipline of Russian history
has always played two major roles in China uunderstanding foreign countries " (Tsarist Russia) and astealing fire"
(learning from the Soviet Union). After the founding of the Peoplef s Republic of China, the discipline of Russian
history (including the history of the Soviet Union and the Russian Federation) has achieved great development in the
past 70 years. Its main achievements are as follows: Chinese Research Association of Soviet Union & Eastern European
History was established in 1985 (in 1992 it was renamed as Chinese Research Association of Russian,Eastern European
and Central Asian History) many institutions of higher education, academies of social sciences, party schools of the
CCP,as well as relevant state ministries and government institutions have set up research institutions on Russian
history or Russian studies three levels of professional talent training system, namely the Bachelor of History, the
Master of Russian History and the Doctor of Russian History have been set up academic journals on Russian history
and Russian studies were established and are continuously publishing articles a large number of publications,
monographs,textbooks and translated works from many languages on general history of Russia, and history of Sino-
Russian (Sino-Soviet) relations have been published Chinese scholars in the field of Russian history take an active part
in international academic conferences and international cooperative research, and the new discipline of Chinese
"Russiology" with Chinese characteristics is in the process of being established.
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