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A Study of China’s Natural Gas Diplomacy Strategy From
“The Belt and Road” Initiative Perspective:

New Opportunities, New Situation, and New Ideas

LI Ran
(Institute of World History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100006, PRC)

[ Abstract] The share of oil and coal in the world’ s three biggest primary energy sources is on the decline,

while natural gas has maintained a strong growth momentum. Along with the rise of natural gas strategic

position, the significance and function of natural gas diplomacy are becoming more and more prominent.

As a big consumer and net importer of natural gas nowadays, China is in the midst of a new normal

situation in the economy, so it is urgent for us to take “the Belt and Road” initiative as an opportunity to

step up operations and carry out natural gas diplomacy. China will improve and adjust the four major

natural gas import routes to promote diversification of gas imports, and provide solid energy security and

support for the building of a beautiful China.

[Key words] “the Belt and Road” initiative; natural gas; diplomacy strategy
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